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Tozer’s book, The Pursuit of God, is a very inspiring book and one which will be incorporated into my library and be loaned out often.  The foreword aptly states Tozer’s “spiritual discovery” revealed in this book, “that to seek God does not narrow one’s life, but brings it rather, to the level of highest possible fulfillment.”


Tozer poignantly addresses a problem within modern day evangelicalism.  We are so quick to save souls, but after that? “The man is ‘saved,’ but he is not hungry nor thirsty after God.  Our relationship with God grows not because of a single encounter, but rather “full knowledge of one personality by another . . . is only after long and loving mental intercourse..” that we draw to the heart of God.  Complacency “is a deadly foe of all spiritual growth.”  He adds, we must have an “acute desire” for God, without which, there will be “no manifestation of Christ to His people.” (p. 23)


A repeated theme in this work is the childlike faith that (p.24, 144) that God so much approves.  On self-denial (Mattt 16:24) Tozer has this to say, “The way to deeper knowledge of God is through the lonely valleys of soul poverty and abnegation of all things.”  Our dispossession of things is in the right direction of kingdom possession. (p.32)  In speaking of Abraham, he called this the “school of renunciation.”   Unless we are willing to yield something to the Lord, it is not truly safe.  “This is especially true when those treasures are loved relatives and friends.” (p. 38) Our fears are unfounded.  Ours is safe with God.  But our testing in this area to yield all things is certain “if we are set upon the pursuit of God, He will sooner or later bring us to this test.” (p. 40)


The veil of  “self” or the “self-life” is what keeps us from God, the greater life that He wants us to enjoy with Him.  It must be crucified.  “We must prepare ourselves for an ordeal of suffering in some measure like that through which our Savior passed.” (p. 60)


Probably the chapter which most impacted me was “The Speaking Voice”.  This one chapter cut to my heart.  It was not so much a revelation for me, but a reminder that God is always speaking.  Yes, God speaks through his word, but God is always speaking.  “God’s word in the Bible can have power only because it corresponds to God’s word in the universe.” (p. 93)  Listening is lost in today’s world and in today’s church.  “Religion has accepted the monstrous heresy that noise, size, activity and bluster make a man dear to God.”  Yet the scripture proclaims, “Be still and know that I am God.”  God continues to speak, yes the canon of scripture is sealed, but God will never stop speaking, it is ours only to quiet ourselves and listen.


Next to listening, is our looking to God.  Jesus, as our example, looked to God.  With our focus on ourselves we can never draw close to God.  It is only when our focus is on God that we accomplish the real change in our lives.  This is not a gaze with the eyes, but of the heart “and can be done successfully by any man standing up or kneeling down or lying in his last agony a thousand miles from any church.” (p. 117)



Tozer lastly addresses the false dichotomy of sacred and spiritual.  The myth that certain times or places are more sacred than others.  The myth that profession of priest or minister is more sacred than that of pipe fitter or accountant is without merit.”  It is not what a man does that determines whether his work is sacred or secular, it is why he does it.” (p. 160)


I simply believe that Tozer practiced what he preached, and this is evident in his writings.  This book, probably more than any other this semester stands out and will be a resource for my future ministry, both for practice and for teaching.

